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LEAVERS STRATEGY 

Statement by Minister for Police 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Police) [12.17 pm]: Today, with police and community groups, 
I launched our leavers strategy for 2017. Leavers is now a major annual celebration, with thousands of year 12 students 
travelling to key locations such as Dunsborough and Rottnest Island. 

Leavers this year officially starts on Monday, 20 November, and finishes on Thursday, 23 November. Significant 
preparation is required to ensure such a major event is as safe as possible. Our leavers strategy has involved months 
of planning between government and non-government agencies to provide a safe and positive environment for the 
celebrations. The Western Australia Police Force and organisations, including Red Frogs Australia, the 
Western Australian AIDS Council, Baptist Churches Western Australia, Hope Community Services and the 
Royal Life Saving Society Western Australia work together to make sure our teenagers have a fantastic and safe 
celebration of the end of their schooling. 

I encourage the school leavers to use the leavers’ entertainment zone, transport, activities and support services that 
will be provided. Additional police officers will also be patrolling areas on Rottnest and in Dunsborough before, 
during and after the official leavers period to maximise student and community safety. 

This year, then Western Australia Police Force has turned to social media to get the message out. Five short videos 
have been tailor-made at the Western Australia Police Academy about issues such as pre-drinking, photo-sharing 
and tips for parents. These are available on the leavers Facebook page. Recruits, cadets, police officers and St John 
Ambulance and other volunteer groups were all involved in the filming. Students and their families can find more 
information on the official Leavers WA website, on Facebook or through a new Leavers WA 2017 app for iPhone 
and Android. I encourage parents to talk with their children about staying safe, including on the road. My message 
to our school leavers is: congratulations on completing high school. Enjoy leavers. Have fun, keep safe and look 
out for one another. 
 


	LEAVERS STRATEGY
	Statement by Minister for Police


